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Welcome to ePreview, the INCOSE UK e-mail bulletin. ePreview covers topical news and events that are of interest to the  
UK Systems Engineering community, complementing our Quarterly Newsletter Preview.   

To contribute or advertise, contact the Editor at emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk. 

INCOSE UK NEWS 

The Call For Nominations Result 
 
As of the closing date, 25

th
 September, INCOSE UK had not received any nominations for the role of Company 

Secretary or for the new post of Professional Development Director. We have therefore extended the deadline to 
Friday 16

th
 October.  

 
If you wish to be part of the leadership of a dynamic and award-winning organisation that is held in high regard 
internationally, then please nominate yourself by contacting the INCOSE UK Secretariat. If you would like to find out 
more about what is involved; please visit the INCOSE UK website.  
 
In the absence of any nominations and in order to maintain a highly functional leadership team, the INCOSE UK 
Council will consult with specific individuals and appoint as necessary those individuals to the vacant roles. These 
appointments will be announced at the AGM on the 26

th
 October 2009. 

 
Doug Cowper 
President INCOSE UK 
 

Autumn Assembly 2009 (AA09) 
 
The next UK Chapter national event will be the 2009 Autumn Assembly (including 
the Chapter AGM), on 26 and 27 October at the Scarman Conference Centre on 
the Warwick University Campus. 
  
The Autumn Assembly is traditionally our premier technical event with a focus on 
cutting edge SE issues and master class workshops, and 2009 will be no 
exception.  The event has something for both experienced systems professionals 
and those new to systems engineering and a great opportunity to network.   

  
To ensure that all delegates can take part in the discussions and workshops numbers will 
be limited, as will attendance at some of the sessions.  A full event programme and 
registration has been available from September.  With less than four weeks to the event you 
need to book now to avoid missing out. 
 
 
For more information and to register visit http://www.incoseonline.org.uk . 
 

  
AA09 Programme Change 
 
Due to circumstances beyond our control two of speakers for the „Understanding Capability – Concepts and 
Application‟ session at the Autumn Assembly 2009 have had to withdraw.  However, we have secured two 
replacement speakers who are equally well qualified to speak on the subject. 
 
Michael Henshaw, Professor of Systems Engineering, Engineering Systems of Systems (ESoS) Group Dept. of 
Electronic and Electrical Engineering at Loughborough University, will be familiar from his attendance at previous 
INCOSE conferences.  His involvement in the NECTISE programme has provided him with an in depth view of how 
the MOD and its prime contractors approach Capability.   
 
 
 

mailto:emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/Normal_Files/Basic/News.aspx?CatID=News
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/Groups/UKChapter/Show_Event_Details.aspx?CatID=Events&EventID=107
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Prof Alex Duffy, of the Design, Manufacture & Engineering Management department at the University of Strathclyde 
whose expertise includes CAED Systems, Design Management, Information Management, Knowledge Engineering 
and Management, and Process Optimisation. He has also been involved with the NECTISE programme, but his 
engineering design background has given him a different perspective on Capability.   
 
We can expect a stimulating session on this important subject, with plenty of opportunity for questions, observations 
and discussion from the floor. 
 

 

INCOSE UK Local Groups 
 
Local groups have been running for over 5 years now, and have undoubtedly made the transition from an experiment 
to an established part of the way that INCOSE UK goes about its business.  The success of local groups has always 
been down to the efforts and enthusiasm of the steering committees and regular attendees, and the ability to take 
independent action has always been seen as an essential part of running a local group.   
 
Back in 2003 a set of guidelines was drawn up to assist in starting up a local group, and whilst this contains lots of 
useful advice, it had grown a bit long in the tooth and out of date by the end of last year, so one of my tasks on taking 
on the role of Communications Director has been to revamp the guidelines to incorporate lessons learned in the 
running of local groups over the past 5 years.  The second edition was published on the website in August this year, 
and is now available as a resource for all those who currently run local groups, or are interested in starting one. 
 

One of the key aims of the revised guidelines is to better articulate how local groups fit in within the wider range of 
INCOSE UK activities, indicating both the support available to local groups, and some expectations of how local 
groups can feed back into the practice of systems engineering within the UK.   There is much that is good about 
discussions, which take place in local group meetings, which definitely deserves to be taken to a larger stage.  
However, the main thrust of the revision is simply to help members make a greater success of local groups by 
providing useful guidance based upon collective experience, and encouraging more people to step forward and start 
taking action in their local areas.  I firmly hope that it fulfils this goal. 
 
Ian Gibson 
INCOSE UK Communications Director 
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September Evening Event Presentations 
 
We are pleased to announce that presentations made at the Local Group and Working Group sessions held in 
September are now available on the website. 
 

 London Local Group – ISO/IEC 25010, A Quality Model 
 

 Capability Working Group – Launch Meeting 
 

 Railway Interest Group - The Systems Engineering Competency Framework 
 

 Bristol Local Group - Developing Systems Delivery Capability in the South West 
 
 

 

Rail Interest Group (RIG) is proud to be working with the IET 
 

 
 
 
The INCOSE UK Rail Interest Group (RIG) is proud to be working with the IET to put on a one-day seminar at the 
IET's premises in Savoy Place, London on 11th November 2009 on 'Systems Engineering in Railways'. 

The seminar, delivered by senior figures within the rail industry, will illustrate the manner in which systems engineering 
techniques are becoming increasingly essential for modern railway engineers. Subtitled óMaking it work for you‟, the 
seminar will be of value to anyone needing to understand the benefits of systems engineering techniques in a railway 
environment as well as providing an opportunity for systems engineers to explore the current state of the art in rail 
systems engineering. 

There is an optional pre-seminar tutorial to ensure that the seminar is fully accessible to the non-expert so, after you 
have taken a look yourself, please consider passing the details on to any colleagues who might benefit from a better 
appreciation of systems engineering in railways. 

The programme is available at http://www.theiet.org/events/2009/systems-engineering-prog-280909.pdf and more 
general details are on the IET website at http://www.theiet.org/events/2009/railway-systems.cfm. You will also find 
details of how to book your place at the seminar on this page. Please note that you cannot book for this event via 
INCOSE UK - the IET is handling all bookings. If you cannot find the answer to your question on one of these web 
pages, please contact the RIG Chair, Bruce Elliott on bruce.elliott@arbutus-tc.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/Groups/London/Show_Event_Details.aspx?CatID=Events&EventID=119
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/Groups/Capability/Show_Event_Details.aspx?CatID=Events&EventID=112
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/Groups/Railway/Show_Event_Details.aspx?CatID=Events&EventID=122
http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/Groups/Bristol/Show_Event_Details.aspx?CatID=Events&EventID=120
http://www.theiet.org/events/2009/systems-engineering-prog-280909.pdf
http://www.theiet.org/events/2009/railway-systems.cfm
mailto:bruce.elliott@arbutus-tc.co.uk
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ADVERTISEMENT 
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EVENTS DIARY 

Future Events 

Date/Time  Organisation & Location Description 

26/10/2009 -  
27/10/2009 
 
2 full days 

UK Chapter 
 
Scarman Training and 
Conference Centre, Warwick 
Conferences, University of 

Warwick, Coventry CV4 7AL  

Autumn Assembly 2009 (AA09) 

Approaching New Horizons in a Systems World 

The INCOSE UK 2009 Autumn Assembly will focus on the role of Systems 
Engineering in an increasingly “Systems World”, with sessions on: 

 Demystifying some of the current initiatives which are addressing 
systems problems 

 Introducing powerful techniques we can use to work together on 
systems problems 

Revisiting some of the fundamentals of Systems Engineering and looking at 
how they deal with the issues of the modern systems world 

26/10/2009 
 
17:30 

UK Chapter  
 
Scarman Training and 
Conference Centre, Warwick 
Conferences, University of 
Warwick, Coventry CV4 7AL  

AGM 
 
The Annual General Meeting will take place after the last session of day 1 at 
AA09. 

11/11/2009 
 
1 day 

Railway Interest Group 
 
Savoy Place, London 

The INCOSE UK Rail Interest Group (RIG) is proud to be working with 
the IET on a seminar titled  'Systems Engineering in Railways'. 

The seminar, delivered by senior figures within the rail industry, will 
illustrate the manner in which systems engineering techniques are 
becoming increasingly essential for modern railway engineers. Subtitled 
óMaking it work for you‟, the seminar will be of value to anyone 
needing to understand the benefits of systems engineering techniques 
in a railway environment as well as providing an opportunity for systems 
engineers to explore the current state of the art in rail systems 
engineering. 

 

25/11/2009  
 
 
18:30    

Bristol Local Group 
 
Room 1N05 on the 
University of the West of 
England (UWE), Frenchay 
Campus, Bristol  

Development of Sustainable Systems 
Change is often the key driver behind systems engineering projects, but 
what about all of those undesirable and unwelcome changes? This event 
will look at systems from a sustainability point of view, both for the systems 
themselves, and for the environments (in the widest sense) within which 

they operate.   

For more details visit the events page at www.incoseonline.org.uk  

This e-mailed newsletter has come from the UK Chapter of the International Council on Systems Engineering – INCOSE UK.  The contents are intended solely for the 
use of the intended recipient.  No one else may retain, use, copy, forward, distribute or place any reliance on all or any of it in any form. INCOSE UK is not responsible 
for the contents or accuracy of any links.  If you receive this e-mail in error, or wish to unsubscribe, contact the INCOSE UK Administrator, Emma Jane Taylor 
emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk. 

http://www.incoseonline.org.uk/
mailto:emmajane@incoseonline.org.uk

